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		The Fig Tree Worship Resource

Call to worship & Lighting the Candle

As we gather in the inclusive peace of God’s community, we remember the pain of our world;
All: remembering victims of natural disasters, we look for God’s goodness to all.
        	
We remember the pain of those flooded out of home, burnt out or driven out by violence,
We look to the source of all compassion.

In a time when grief is sharp for so many,
when racial and political divides share anguish but little hope;
we look to you, God of peace.

Out of the suffering, ache and turmoil, transform our fearful world, build in us new foundations of hope;
through Christ who died 
that we might have new life.

	Light the candle - Christ is with us. 

Acknowledging
[image: ../UCA%20LOGO/UAICC-logo.png]
The Ancient of Days breathed life into this land and her peoples. From time beyond our reckoning the (please name the people on whose land you gather) People, the Traditional Custodians, have blessed this place through their law and customs, their care and life. We pay respects to their Elders and leaders past and present, and pray for the future of their communities. May we walk gently and respectfully on this Land.

Singing - All things bright and beautiful 
TiS 135
OR: Loving Spirit TiS 417
OR: Like the murmur of the dove’s song TiS 419

Prayer			[image: A picture containing drawing

Description automatically generated]
God of mercy, God of grace, 
God of Abraham, Ishmael, and Isaac, 
Sarah, Rebecca and Rachel; 
We praise you for your great love, 
you are a rescuing God and continue to teach us how to love one another.  

We are awed by your beauty of your creation and 
and full of gratitude for all the blessings of living here in it.

For the earth, its cycles and seasons,
for its genius in turning decay into the stuff of fertility and your echoing grace in turning our flaws into opportunities for new beginnings. 
Help us to forgive those around us, as you have forgiven us. 

God of Peace, we see that yours is a love which 
freely gives without strings attached. We recognise that while the idea seems good for us too, the practice has often been hard to get going. We too often hoard our grievances instead of graces, remember offences, self justifying and more concerned for our interests. 
And yet, you still forgive us far more than we know. 

God of mercy, we confess that we forget to love and serve you in the care of others and the care of your creation. We know the damage of pollution, the risks of overheating our planet, the inherent danger of taking too much for ourselves and ignoring the consequences for the future. We often have trouble seeing what is right and struggle more with doing it well.

Touch hardened hearts with your generous goodness, we pray, and remind us again that forgiveness is the most precious of gifts that we can offer one another, in a world so much in need of this grace. 



We confess to you:
our lack of effective care for the world you have given us.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
We confess our selfishness in not sharing resources more fairly.

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

We confess our failure to care for our planet and its future.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Hear then Christ’s word of grace to us:
‘Your sins are forgiven.’ 	
All our thanks to God!  Amen.

Passing the peace
May the Peace of God dwell with you: 
and also with you.

Listening
Read: 	Romans 14:1-12 &
	Matthew 18:21-35

For these words of faith 
and for Jesus the Word 
Thanks be to God. 

Reflecting - Rev. Arnie Wierenga
What would you do if you were king for a day?
Super-hero stories tap into a deep human desire for the wrongs of the world to be made right. We desire justice, often with strong or harsh retribution against those who have wronged us. Payback becomes a substitute for forgiveness; human justice a contrast to where Jesus directs us.
The desire to be king for a day taps into those super-hero fantasies. Super⁠man can rid the city of its evil by using his powers against tyrants. Even the story that Jesus tells in Matthew’s gospel could be a script from the latest justice and retribution drama.
It’s actually quite astonishing. A king; a servant with a massive debt; eventually a relenting king offers undeserved forgiveness; the servant is exposed as a tyrant; the servant is ‘unforgiven’ by the king and tortured for his troubles. And we are relieved, for the servant has gotten what he deserved!
Like any good drama, it sets us up and tugs at the emotions. We are led into our responses. Initially, we want the servant to be forgiven and even rejoice when the king finally relents. But when the servant turns out to be so nasty, we also want him to be punished. We want him to get what he deserves. Justice feels good! We are taken along for the ride, but as the dust settles we wonder what to make of it all.
Should we have forgiven ourselves or someone else? How does this relate to the kingdom that Jesus wants us to understand?
Peter asks, how many times should we forgive? It’s a great question because it exposes our human desire to know the boundaries, the limits to our obligations. If we can keep some kind of ledger and be generous in our behaviours towards those who have wronged us, then surely we have done our best, our duty, been faithful…
Peter comes at it with a generous stance. Seven times is a lot to forgive. Seven is somehow a number of perfection. Good on you Peter. You’ve done well, good and faithful servant! But Jesus calls out his attitude. Peter, you still keep account. You can too easily count to seven and then be rid of whoever troubles you so much. That does not really count as grace. Try seventy seven times. Now you will lose count, you can no longer keep a ledger of goodness. You are called into an ever constant space of forgiveness.
Which is troubling. How can we forgive … crimes that are so heinous or calculated or dismissive of others? The details differ but are never far from us - either personally or buried in the news cycle. And if we carry deep hurts,  a call to forgive seems an unjust thing. These are not things to brush over as though we should all just be nice to each other. We all have a sense of things that seem unforgivable, as we have a sense that forgiveness is related to justice, that justice demands retribution or doing time for the crime. That’s the power and satisfaction of the super-hero world, where villains are called to account for their wrongs. It’s like the king in the parable that metes out punishment to the unforgiving servant. A just outcome.
So Jesus, where does that all leave us? How hard it is to navigate these things when we can’t even find forgiveness within ourselves. Is there no end to wars like US-Iran or Russia-Ukraine. Is there no end to feuds within country or family? Where will it all end? Or how can we possibly find another way?
And on a Friday afternoon, after we had stripped him of his dignity, after his friends had forsaken him and fled, after the soldiers had spit upon him and whipped him, after the trial (everything was done according to the law!), we dragged him up a hill, nailed his hands and feet, and crucified him. And as he hung there bleeding to death, he looked down at us, and this king said, “Father, forgive them.”
(Will Willimon’s Lectionary Sermon Resource, 
Year A Part 2, p 177)
Singing - There’s a wideness in God’s mercy TiS 136
OR: This is a day of new beginnings TiS 653
OR: God when human bonds are broken TiS 683


Offering
Bless all we offer in your name, loving God, so we and all find grace and forgiveness that draws us into the ways of your kingdom. Amen.


Notices
Sep 15 is the International Day of Democracy.

Prayers for World & Community
Creating and compassionate God,
you call us to join you in concern for all people and all of your creation. 

There are so many who are hungry, but have so little to sustain them, and too many who hunger just for more for themselves.

We come with these prayers and the prayers of our hearts, trusting that our true feeding is always found in your wise teaching and in all you so generously provide.

We pray with hearts that are unsettled by a world full of tragedies, and we are no longer sure how to take in the constant changes and calamity we see as news.

Let your grace protect and hold them.
Let your abundance take root and grow.
 
So, with many across our land, we pray for people suffering from climate change that's steadily eroding food security for so many. For the millions of children across the world acutely malnourished. For those caught up in ongoing conflict, in wars or in family disputes:

Let your grace protect and hold them.
Let your abundance take root and grow.
 
We pray for refugees; those forced to flee their homes, from violence and conflict. Let your peace enfold them.

We pray for those suffering impacts of the weather becoming more extreme, for the impacts on the poorest and most vulnerable.  When rains are non-existent or deadly floods and landslides destroy crops and communities, and become a breeding ground for disease.
 


Let your grace protect and hold them.
Let your abundance take root and grow.
 
We pray for victims of violence, for those vulnerable with no one to look out for them, for kids forced into begging because parents can't afford to buy enough food.

Let your grace protect and hold them.
Let your abundant love take root and grow.
 
And we pray for one another and the people around us.  We pray for our local communities, for family and friends. We pray for those nervous, for those who are lonely or who face mental health struggles.

Let your grace protect and hold them.
Let your abundant love take root and grow.

We offer our own prayers in the quiet for those we know in need...

We pray together then as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Singing - Inspired by love and anger 
TiS 674
OR: Guide me O thou great Redeemer TiS 569
OR: Lord Jesus we belong to you TiS 686



Blessing

Go into this week blessed by 
the immeasurable mercy of God	
the limitless love of Jesus Christ
the constant guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
in the name of Christ.  Amen



Reflection & Editing: Rev. Arnie Wierenga
revarniewie@gmail.com 
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Liturgy:  Rev. Ian Brown
Warragul, VIC

The Fig Tree Worship Resource comes to you from the Friends of the Fig Tree, Uniting Church in Australia
with blessings and permission to use the content in worship services with acknowledgement.
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