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Call to worship & Lighting the Candle
 From Uniting in Worship 2

This house of prayer is a house of grace. 
We gather here to learn our needs: 
not to justify ourselves 
but to say we are sorry,

not to cling to the familiar 
but to risk the untested,
not to enjoy our own decency 
but to worship a holy God,
not to practice positive thinking 
but to be caught up in God’s joy.

	Light the candle - Christ is with us. 

Acknowledging
[image: ../UCA%20LOGO/UAICC-logo.png]
The Ancient of Days breathed life into this land and her peoples. From time beyond our reckoning the (please name the people on whose land you gather) People, the Traditional Custodians, have blessed this place through their law and customs, their care and life. We pay respects to their Elders and leaders past and present, and pray for the future of their communities. May we walk gently and respectfully on this Land.

Singing - Lord of earth and all creation 
TiS 672
OR: Immortal, invisible, God only wise, TiS 143
Prayer			[image: A picture containing drawing
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Author of life,
you reveal yourself to us 
in unpredictable and surprising ways.
Awaken our senses to your presence.

Anchor of life,
your love is steadfast and true.
Help us to trust in your love.
Advocate of life,
you hear the cries of people in distress.
Give us the courage 
to join in your saving work.

Arborist of life,
you nourish and prune to your wisdom ways.
Give us the grace 
to journey faithfully with you.

Adonai, Lord of life,
you are the liberator 
of all who are imprisoned.
Help us to name the prisons of our own lives,
those we inhabit, 
and those we inflict on others

Ancient of Days,
In following you, we learn who we truly are.
Equip us to fulfil the missions you send us on.
Praise be to you, 
Holy Wisdom, Source of Life.

Trusting in your compassion and grace, 
we bring our confession to you:

Forgive us when following your liberating way
is abandoned for personal comfort.
            (allow reflection space)

Forgive us when following your compassionate way
is neglected for petty distraction.
            (allow reflection space)

Forgive us when championing justice
is side-stepped for an easier path.
           (allow reflection space)
You are the I Am Who I Am,
and the I Will Be Who I Will Be,
The Almighty, who lived as one of us, 

was crucified and risen
that we may all have life in you.
Hear our prayer, Amen.

Words of Grace
God is faithful and just.
Even when we stray or run away
God’s love is boundless.
God’s grace brings us home.
All glory to God, Amen!

Passing the peace
May the Peace of God dwell with you: 
and also with you.
Listening
Read:  Exodus 3:1-15
 Romans 12:9-21
 Matthew 16:21-28

For these words of faith 
and for Jesus the Word 
Thanks be to God. 

Reflecting - Rev. Ian Brown
“Critical ground”
                                                                          
In the centre of town, at our important places we set our monuments and statues.  They commemorate important events and heroic people.  The ancient Greeks and Romans did it on a grand scale.   It happens all over the world.  Do you remember the images we were shown over and over of a statue of Saddam Hussein being toppled?  ‘Who can stand where’ is a contested matter, even today.  Protests and  heated debate on these things are very topical, so this Exodus story is a good one for us to reflect on today.
 
The cute story of the baby in the basket with women conspiring in civil disobedience kicks off the narrative direction for Exodus.  This episode is where God and Moses have their first direct encounter.
 
On the surface, it's a mysterious story of awe and wonder, of strange visions in a lonely desert place!  As Moses approaches the burning bush he is told to take off his shoes, for he is standing on ‘holy ground’.  The place is critical.  Taking off his shoes is a sign of respect.  
 
The voice of God calls Moses by name and invites this action of respect.  Our culture understands the impact of a strong image and they don’t come any stronger than this.  In our time, when the traditional custodians of the land ask for respect, how do we show that for the ground we walk on, I wonder?  
 
The story leading up to Exodus 3 tells how Moses had blown his integrity.  He killed a man and ran away from the consequences, a fugitive criminal.  But for God, the past was not just finished with. For God, Moses’ past has not sealed his fate.  God was still interested in Moses, in fact God wanted to work with Moses. This God forgives and works with people who have made mistakes and still thinks of them as special.  It's confronting, but God forgives.  Like Paul says to the Romans, “be transformed by the renewing of your minds.”  God allows for, invites and relies on this transformation.  Second chances are God’s specialty!
 
This story tells us that God meets people wherever they are.  The setting doesn't have to be religious.  God meets even people who’ve run away.  The story keeps getting better.  Moses recognizes God’s holiness, but Moses doesn’t roll over!  Their dialogue has a down to earth integrity.  After trying the ‘sorry, wrong number’ excuse, Moses tries the ‘woe is me, I’m a sinner, not good enough, no public speaking skills’ - line of defence.  We think of Moses as flawed but special and called by God, but he's still difficult. 
 
God engages in a vigorous two-sided relationship with doubts and questions.  Humanity, freewill and integrity are not overpowered and God doesn’t collapse when questioned!  God does not reply with lightning bolts!  It’s a good example for us too.  We have a dialoguing, negotiating God! 
 
God tells Moses that he hears the cry of the Israelites and has compassion for them.  The Israelites are slaves and they want to escape their oppression. 
 
God wants to help, but how does God do this in a human world?  God acts in partnership, through persons of faith.  Moses is called into a partnership with God.  God works in the world to help people in need - through the lives of partners.  God helps in partnership with people who’ve made mistakes like Moses, like us.  For those who say, 'the church should stick to matters of faith and stay out of politics'.  I note that Pharoah tried the same line and God wouldn't buy that.  God does care about the outcome for all God's peoples and is clearly involved.  
 
In the letter to the Romans Paul has no mystery in his outline for living a life of faith.  His focus is on practical doing and helping:
“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.  Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; if it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. “If your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”
 
As it happened at the bush in Sinai, I believe God still calls our name to join in helping, no matter what our past, God calls to you and me, to contribute.  We need to build an equitable justice for our first peoples.  We need to partner with God in caring for future generations and being responsible stewards of our resources now, rather than burning out our planet.  As Moses was reminded, where we stand right now is critical ground.  And, as it was in that call to brave action for Moses, God promises to be with us in it all. Amen.

Singing - Make me a channel of your peace TiS 607
OR: Help us accept each other, TiS 648
OR: Community of Christ TiS 473

Offering
God of presence and abundance, bless these gifts we bring, may they be used in a way that celebrates your presence amongst us. Bless us as we bring our lives again to you. Call us by name, and use us as you will to partner in the outreach of your love here where we are. 
And all the people say; Amen!

Notices

Today is the International Day of the Victims of Forced Disappearances. 

September 1st is the World Day of Prayer for Care of Creation, and the beginning of National Biodiversity Month.

September 1st to October 4th is the Season of Creation.

Prayers for World & Community

Holy Mystery,
Your world is crying out for love.
We pray for your creation 
in a time of unprecedented carbon pollution.
For species in critical danger.
For ecosystems close to collapse.
For agriculture across the globe 
dependent on pollinators and predators.
God of love, your kingdom come.

Sustaining God,
Your church is crying out for love.
We pray for your church 
in a time of unprecedented change, 
with increasing gulfs between generations.
For Assembly, Synods and Presbyteries 

of the Uniting Church in Australia.
For faithful disciples,
committed to sharing your love.
God of love, your kingdom come.

Fountain of life,
Your children are crying out for love.
We pray for people 
who find it difficult to belong in community,
for people who have nowhere to call home,
for people imprisoned for seeking refuge
in our country,
and for people stuck in their homes 
fearful of violence or lacking mobility.
God of love, your kingdom come.

Heartburst of hope,
Through Christ Jesus you have gifted love 
for the healing of families and nations.
Help us to trust 
in the power of the paradox of your love
to speak truth when it is needed, 
even when it is costly,
to demand justice when it is warranted, 
to speak wisdom when it is in short supply, 
and to sing your glory to any who would listen.
God of love, your kingdom come.

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

We pray together then as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Singing - Send me Jesus TiS 749
OR: Take my life and let it be, Tis 599
OR: I, the Lord of sea and sky, TiS 658





Blessing

In the words of Paul to the fledgling community in Rome:        (Romans 12:9-16,18)
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; 
hold fast to what is good;

Love one another with mutual affection; 
outdo one another in showing honour.

Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; 
serve the Lord.

Rejoice in hope; be patient in afflictions, persevere in prayer.
Contribute to the needs of the saints; 
pursue hospitality to strangers.

Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse them.

Rejoice with those who rejoice; 
weep with those who weep.

Live in harmony with one another; 
do not be arrogant, 
but associate with the lowly; 
do not claim to be wiser than you are.
If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, 
live peaceably with all.

Blessing (to each other)
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you, evermore, Amen 
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The Fig Tree Worship Resource comes to you from the Friends of the Fig Tree, Uniting Church in Australia
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