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Call to worship & Lighting the Candle
(based on Psalm 67)
God’s face shines upon us, bless you
Bless you!

Let all the peoples praise you, praise you
Praise you!

Let all nations be glad and sing for joy
Sing for joy!

Let all the peoples praise you, praise you
Praise you!

God has and will continue to bless us, 
till the end of time!

 Light the candle 

Christ’s love shines brightest in the darkest places.

Acknowledging
[image: ../UCA%20LOGO/UAICC-logo.png]
The Ancient of Days breathed life into this land and her peoples. From time beyond our reckoning the (please name the people on whose land you gather) People, the Traditional Custodians, have blessed this place through their law and customs, their care and life. We pay respects to their Elders and leaders past and present, and pray for the future of their communities. May we walk gently and respectfully on this Land.

Singing - O Christ the healer TiS 638
OR: Come as you are TiS 693


Prayer			[image: A picture containing drawing

Description automatically generated]

Holy God,
We come together in worship and prayer 
to share in our love of you.

From the dirt and the clay, 
you moulded our hearts
to be temples of your Spirit.
From the harvest of life, 
you fill our emptiness 
with the manna of heaven.

Love in all its forms, is you in action, 
dancing in our lives
creating and recreating 
along with our growth 
and maturity of faith.

Falling into fallow, 
to stay with us in times of our distress
our constant carer and support.

Pause

Forgive us when we take you, 
our Lord, for granted.
When we forget all that we are is yours.
When we are dazzled by our own brilliance and ingenuity,
forgetting that we are but fragile echoes 
of your beauty.

Forgive us when sin holds us in thrall,
or in a vice-like grip 
from which we struggle to escape.

Be our salvation, our escape into love.
Forgive us of our failings
and step into the dance once more with us,
recreated in love, through love and by love.
Amen.
 (based on Rom 11:1-2a, 29-32) 
Mercy for sinners, mercy for us, 
as you were once disobedient to God 
but have now received mercy,
hear then Christ’s words of grace to us;
“Your sins are forgiven.”
Thanks be to God.

Passing the peace
May the Peace of God dwell with you: 
and also with you.

Listening
Read:	Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28

For these words of faith 
and for Jesus the Word 
Thanks be to God. 

Reflecting  - Rev. Karen Eller
The audacity of the woman! She is not politely asking for Jesus’ help – nothing like it! The Canaanite woman is shouting her head off, relentlessly. So much so that the disciples ask Jesus to send her away. She is making such a nuisance of herself and makes them feel uncomfortable. And, worse still, she’s one of them – those Canaanites, those obsequious sucks who cooperate with the Roman guards, making the rebellious Galileans suffer for their refusal to roll over. And a woman!
Presumably she is on her own as she makes her way into the house where Jesus is staying, the absolute nerve of the woman, behaving like a prostitute!
And Jesus, who we expect to be welcoming and inclusive, deliberately ignores her until she throws herself at his feet. This must be one desperate woman. But think about it, what wouldn’t we do for a child we love? 
How many people have come to our churches and made us feel uncomfortable? Too loud, or too demanding, or too different, or too progressive, or too conservative, just too much for our churches to contend with. Like Jesus, the immediate response might be to ignore them, or like the disciples, the expedient thing might be to send them away. Let’s not run with the expedient response to people who make us feel uncomfortable. Let us listen and see what new thing might be happening through them!
Back to the Matthew narrative: Jesus does not send the woman away but he can no longer ignore her. Her loud persistence has granted her an audience! More than that, she has the spunk to challenge Jesus. Now, it’s not always pleasant to be challenged, but Jesus is very sure of himself as the Messiah, so he is up for a challenge.
It is quite shocking that Jesus is remembered referring to the Canaanite woman’s people as akin to dogs under the table. And yet, the tradition remains, with her retort that even the dogs under the table get to receive the crumbs from the table. With the multiple readings of God’s abundant grace in previous weeks’ readings, surely Jesus’ followers could grasp that there is sufficient grace for Gentiles too. 
And so the outcome of the exchange is that this nuisance of a woman brings about an important change in Jesus’ self-understanding. For Matthew’s largely Jewish community, this story underlines the radical nature of God’s inclusive love for all people. Gentiles are part of the Jesus story too, and hence have belonging in God’s mission in the world.
For us today, we are cautioned to remember that any person whom we might consider a nuisance may actually be bringing us something very important to the life of our communities. Jesus gave the shouty woman a hearing, and responded (eventually) with grace, preserving her dignity as well as his own. The boundaries of God’s grace were expanded thanks to the nuisance of a woman who refused to give up. May our churches continue to expand our boundaries to God’s welcome and love. 
Singing - Let us Build a House, 
TiS supplement 821
OR: When I needed a neighbour,  TiS 629 
OR: God of freedom, TiS 657 - can be sung to PICARDY

Offering

God of all, we don't always know what to do, what to say or what to give. So bless these gifts, and bless us, that we may be open to giving and receiving from the abundance of your goodness that never runs dry. Amen. 

Notices

August 19 is World Humanitarian Day

August 22 is the International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence Based on Religion or Belief. 


Prayers for World & Community

Holy God,
We pray for the vastness of the world 
that we have been given.
 
Life on our planet is in turmoil,
fires rage across Europe,
earthquakes shatter in Japan
icebergs threaten towns as they fall apart
the tragedy of war 
plagues so many of the innocent.

We are afraid for the corruption of our youth,
we see so much pain and sorrow,
people struggling with bills 
and the peril of homelessness.

Countries and governments 
turning their backs on their responsibilities,
mental illness, 
anxiety and depression fuelled by loneliness,
people around the world face food scarcity, 
food insecurity and starvation.

In the onslaught of bad news, 
we can buckle to our knees 
and become overwhelmed;
we can forget that you are here.
 
You are here in the water and the flame,
You are here in the land and in the wind,
You are here in the living and the dying.
You are here.
 
Lord, we bring before you 
the troubles of our world,
Silence
the weight of the concerns upon our hearts
Silence
the fears that overwhelm us.
Silence
 
We pray for your Church in the world.
May the church be charged 
with the strength of your Holy Spirit,
the compassion of your Son.
and the recreation of our hearts in You.
Help us to be your presence in this world,
bringing hope, ending hate, rejoicing in love.
In the name of Christ
Amen.


We pray together then as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Singing - I’ll praise my maker… Tis 90
OR: Now thank we all our God, TiS 106

Blessing - (based on Psalm 133)

“How very good and pleasant it is
    when kindred live together in unity!”
 
Go out to the world blessed as people of Christ!
Knowing that God is with you,
praising God with your thoughts,
acting in grace and mercy
speaking with love in your heart;
of how good it is,
when people are respected, 
treated with kindness and cherished;
and share your love of God with all people. Amen.
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