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Call to worship & Lighting the Candle
Extravagant God, 
You scatter seed without counting the cost,
not judging the soil 
but letting it fall where it will
and grow as it might, into the light.

Draw us into your abundant presence.
Nurture and nourish us 
with patience and persistence,
as we walk the way of Jesus
in the company of the Spirit,
ancient and ever new. 

	Light the candle - Christ is with us. 

Acknowledging
[image: ../UCA%20LOGO/UAICC-logo.png]
The Ancient of Days breathed life into this land and her peoples. From time beyond our reckoning the (please name the people on whose land you gather) People, the Traditional Custodians, have blessed this place through their law and customs, their care and life. We pay respects to their Elders and leaders past and present, and pray for the future of their communities. May we walk gently and respectfully on this Land.

Singing - Come down, O love divine  TiS 398
OR: Bring many names beautiful and good TiS 182
OR: All people that on earth do dwell  TiS 59

Prayer			[image: A picture containing drawing

Description automatically generated]
Our prayer today is a guided meditation - engage with this in your own way. Find a position that is comfortable; calm your body, letting the seat hold you, sensing the grounding of the earth below. You may choose to gently close your eyes. 

Today’s reading from the gospel of Matthew begins in this way; “That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.” 

That day Jesus had been speaking to crowds of people and teaching many things, including the idea that all who follow him are connected as family. He went out of the house, from inside to outside, to sit beside the sea. He went out to find a quiet, calming place, maybe to pray. 

I invite you to imagine yourself doing the same. Go from inside to outside in your mind. Leave the people, thoughts, demands, ideas, worries or whatever crowds your soul and find a place to sit beside the sea. 
(leave a time of quiet) 

It’s a calm day and your eye sweeps the expanse before you, all the way to the horizon. The sand is soft and welcoming. Waves wash in and retreat with a quiet, soothing, rhythmic sound. The sun rests a gentle warmth on your back and a light breeze plays in the trees and under the wings of gliding gulls. There is nothing you need to do. Being present to all that surrounds you is a way of giving thanks for your unique place in this wide and wonderful part of God’s creation. 
(leave a time of quiet) 

Your hand sifts through warm, fine sand where you are sitting and finds a small shell. Turn it over in your palm. It brings to mind the places and people where you have found shelter, a home, a sense of belonging. As you remember, you celebrate the outrageous love that shelters you.
(leave a time of quiet) 

Now your hand finds a small stone, worn smooth from the constant movement of water and sand over the surface. You recall times when things were hard, and rest was elusive. When you were tossed around by raging storms, or tumbled over and over in pain or shame or grief. Your fingers close around the stone, feeling its strength and resistance. You consider what it might be like to let it go. (leave a time of quiet) 
Rising from where you are sitting, still carrying the stone, you move to the water’s edge. Maybe this is about asking for forgiveness, or letting go of past hurt or offering your pain to the One who invites you to lay your burdens down. When you are ready, take a last look at your stone and place it down in the water, or throw it far out into the waves. Release. 
(leave a time of quiet) 

You may choose to go back to where you were sitting, or walk a little way along the beach, splash in the shallows or dive in and swim in the sea. Whatever you choose, know this; you are loved, forgiven and blessed. You are kin in the Spirit with all that is. 
(leave a time of quiet) 

It’s time to come back now. Gently wiggle your hands and feet and open your eyes. Know that you can return to this spot on the sand any time. You can go from inside to outside in your mind, and pray in this way.

And all the people say: Amen. 

Passing the peace
May the Peace of God dwell with you: 
and also with you.

Listening
Read: Genesis 25:19-34

[bookmark: _3nnjtxgvkwn3]Responsive Psalm 119:105-112

Your word is a lamp to my feet
    and a light to my path.

I have sworn an oath and confirmed it,
    to observe your righteous ordinances.

I am severely afflicted;
    give me life, O LORD, according to your word.

Accept my offerings of praise, O LORD,
    and teach me your ordinances.

I hold my life in my hand continually,
    but I do not forget your law.

The wicked have laid a snare for me,
    but I do not stray from your precepts.

Your decrees are my heritage forever;
     they are the joy of my heart.

I incline my heart to perform your statutes
    forever, to the end.

Matthew 13:1-9

Your word is a lamp to our feet
    and a light to our path. 

Reflecting - Rev. Karen Eller
It might be easy to judge Esau with derision for his hasty trade of his birthright for a bowl of stew. Scripture offers no evidence of a haggle or negotiation, just a simple capitulation to the opportunistic brother. Clearly Esau holds little value in his birthright when he is ridiculously hungry, and Jacob capitalises on his chance to cheat his brother.
Let this be an invitation to consider the important things that we hold close, and perhaps what valuable resource(s) we may have unwittingly let go of.
This NAIDOC week has the theme, ’50 Years of Deadly.’ We might pause to ponder what our country has lost by its failure to recognise or understand the depth of relationship with Country held by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island people. What else might we have paid scant or no attention to?
At the most recent UCA Assembly gathering in July 2024 we celebrated thirty years of covenanting with the UAICC (Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress). The Assembly was told in no uncertain terms that we must do better. The speaker asked that our relationship be grounded in serious efforts of the church to learn and better develop relationships with Aboriginal and Islander peoples in our local contexts. The VicTas Synod in its Faithful Futures Project sees one of its goals as ‘Respecting Country’ which invites communities of faith to listen and be able to tell about some of the histories of the Country on which we are located. 
Whenever the opportunity arises (infrequently) I take up the invitation to walk on Country with an Aboriginal educator. I have learned some aspects of connection with Country and narratives of the Creator Spirit providing abundantly for the inhabitants/custodians.
We have read The Parable of the Sower, but it could equally be called the parable of the soil or the parable of the abundant harvest. Whatever we call it, it is a parable cautioning Matthew’s community (and us today) to not let go of the good news of Jesus Christ. In the face of resistance and persecution, the author remembers Jesus telling a riddle in which the ‘seed’ or ‘kernel’ of God’s wisdom is variably lost or let go of in hostile terrain. Nevertheless, the fourth soil type, the good soil, receives the seed and the harvest far exceeds anyone’s wildest expectations. We are invited to hold onto the notion that God sows the seeds of God’s love in all terrain, as if it were all good soil. No careful strategy, no study of demographics or census data, no analytics of drop-out characteristics, just an invitation to spread the word widely, and trust that it lands where it needs to.
For thirty years the UCA has recognised the need for God’s liberating love to deliver justice for Aboriginal and Islander people. For the organisers of NAIDOC Week, this means, “For the young ones to grow up proud, for the return of language, for return to Country and for the fight for justice to continue with new tools, new voices and the same fire.”* May these hopes find fertile soil in which to grow and flourish in abundance. May all expectations be exceeded!
* https://www.naidoc.org.au/about/naidoc-theme
Also the 1994 Covenant Statement and the UAICC Response:
https://uniting.church/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/covenant-Statement-formatted.pdf
Singing - God when human bonds are broken TiS 683
OR: Amazing grace how sweet the sound TiS 129
OR: Christ be my leader TiS 624 

Offering
God of Jacob and Esau, God who sows in abundance, bless all we share in your name, that it may heal divisions and be a blessing to others. As you bless us in abundance, may our lives overflow with your love. In the name of Christ, amen.

Notices
Today is the last day of NAIDOC week. 
July 18 is Nelson Mandela International Day.

Prayers for World & Community
Have a bowl of water, with some shells and stones for people to participate in this time of prayer. After the few prayer points as written, invite people to come and place a shell or stone in the water and offer a prayer, aloud or in silence. 

God of all, One in Three, Three in One. 
We bring before you these people and places that need shelter and security at this time:
 - People sleeping rough in the cold of winter,
 - Those who are isolated, lost or lonely,
 - Houses torn apart by war and violence,
  - … 

God of all, One in Three, Three in One. 
We bring before you these people and places that need release at this time. 
 - People who are caught in the grip of addictions,
 - Those imprisoned by pain in mind, body or soul,
 - Leaders who serve only with self-interest
 - …

God of all, One in Three, Three in One. 
We pray for each other and for ourselves.
 - Bind us together as siblings in Christ,
 - Help us to see with eyes of love as you do,
 - Make us fertile soil, strong in our covenant, 
 - … 

We pray together then as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Singing - We plough the fields TiS 130
OR: Holy Spirit, ever dwelling TiS 410
(You may choose the tune NETTLETON - TiS 392)
OR: Your words to me are life and health TiS 430



Blessing
Extravagant God, 
You scatter seed without counting the cost,
not judging the soil 
but letting it fall where it will
and grow as it might, into the light.

Hold us in your abundant presence.
Nurture and nourish us 
with patience and persistence,
as we walk the way of Jesus
in the company of the Spirit,
ancient and ever new. 

A blessing by Uncle Vince Ross: 

May the God of creation warm your heart 
like the campfires of old.
Bring wisdom and peace 
as shown to the first peoples of this land.
Shake off the dust from the desert plains 
by the refreshing rains.
Followed by the glow and warmth of the sun.

Let the light of God show us the right path 
and stand tall like the big river gums 
drawing life from the ever flowing waters.

https://www.commongrace.org.au/blessing_vince_ross

Reflection:  Rev. Karen Eller
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Liturgy:  Rev. Jennie Gordon

Editor:  Rev. Arnie Wierenga
revarniewie@gmail.com
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